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tige as well as power was the privilege of trying their own
law cases in their own Church courts. In the field of religion
this proved a powerful weapon in the hands of the Church,
and later gave rise to many abuses and oppressions. In
England, for example, even rogues and charlatans sought the
protection of the Church and tried to evade the clutches of
the public law, in the days of Henry I and Henry II. On
the other hand the Church came to exercise the right of
trying and punishing "heretics", which gave rise to the
hateful persecutions of the Inquisition. "Whoever sepa-
rates himself from the Church," St. Cyprian had declared
as early as the third century,1 " is separated from the pro-
mises of the Church— He is an alien, he is profane, he
is an enemy ; he can no longer have God for his father who
has not the Church for his mother. If anyone could es-
cape who was outside the Ark of Noah, so also may he
escape who shall be outside the bounds of the Church."
St. Paul and St. Peter, " the two most glorious apostles,"'
may be considered the founders of the Catholic Church even
as Jesus Christ was the founder of the faith. In the esti-
mation of Lord Birkenhead, " Of all men who may claim-
to have changed the course of the world's history, St. Paul
must surely take the first place. He altered the basic ideas
of Western civilization : the whole of our history bears the
marks of that busy career of impassioned teaching which
the Jewish tent-maker undertook after his conversion to faith
in Jesus Christ."2 About the importance of St. Peter we
have the testimony of Christ Himself: "And I say also unto
thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
 1.	He died in 258 a.d.
 2.	Turning Points in History, p. 21.

